FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS

2016-2017 School Year

Greetings from Salt River Schools Food Services Department!
The school year is off to a very good start at the Early Childhood Education Center, Salt River Elementary School,
Salt River High School and the Accelerated Learning Academy. Students are excited to start the day with a
healthy breakfast and are reenergized to complete the day after a healthy and filling lunch.
Schools across the country, including Salt River Schools, provide reduced-price or free meals to students through
the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the School Breakfast Program (SBP). To participate in these
programs, families submit a meal application with information about household size and income, which is used to
determine program eligibility. Children from households whose income is at or below guidelines are eligible for
free or reduced-price meals. Children in households that receive benefits from SNAP, FDPIR (Food Distribution
Programs on Indian Reservations) or TANF can receive free meals regardless of income. Application forms have
been sent with your child to be completed and returned to the school.
PLEASE NOTE: ALL students enrolled at Salt River Schools eat FREE regardless of their meal application status.
However, our funding for NSLP is based on the return of meal applications and family meal status (Free, Reduced
or Paid), so it is very important our schools receive a meal application from every student.
If you haven’t returned an application yet, please contact your child’s school for a form, complete it and return it
to the school. All applications are handled with extreme care and confidentiality. After meal applications are
processed, you will receive a letter from the school’s food service department regarding the meal status of your
child (Free, Reduced or Paid). This is merely a formality – again, all students at Salt River Schools eat FREE. There
is no need to reply. Your child will continue to receive free meals for breakfast, lunch and snack (if they participate
in after school activities).

More About Our Programs
Breakfast is an important part of the day; research suggests students show improved performance throughout the
school day when they eat a healthy breakfast. We hope you encourage your child to participate in the School
Breakfast Program!
Elementary students are participating in the “Offer vs. Serve” lunch
menu planning tool, which helps control food waste. In the past,
students would receive two choices of a pre-packaged vegetable
to comply with the ¾ cup serving requirement. This year,
elementary students can make their own selection of fruits and
vegetables, just like the high school students. The idea behind
“Offer vs. Serve” is that students will take what they will eat,
resulting in less waste. Next year, we will expand this idea to the
breakfast program.
Thank you and we look forward to a great year serving your
children!

10005 E. Osborn Road • Scottsdale, AZ 85256 • www.srpmic-ed.org

Required Information:
Children can get free or reduced-price meals if your household’s gross income is within the
limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or
reduced-price meals if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the Agency (State or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.
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